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WASHINGTON, D Co-Rep Kika de la Garza today praised U.S.
International Boundary and Water Commissioner Joseph F Friedkin as a
"dedicated public servant of the highest caliber" as Commissioner Friedkin
completed 40 years of service with the agency.
In ~n address in the House of Representatives, the South Texas
Congressman said that from the time Friedkin was employed by the U.S. -
Hexico International Boundary Commission on April 2, 1934, his "thorough
and competent work marked him as a man destined for high achievement."
Congressman de la Garza gave his colleagues a brief review of the
Commissioner's career, inc luding his ,",ork on behalf of Falcon Dam and
Amistad Dam.
"These two projects," he said, "have achieved probably the highest
practical control of the Rio Grande. They have substantially decreased the
incidence of flooding from the river and ensured the Valley a greatly augmented
and dependable water supply."
Friedkin was appointed U.S. Commissioner by President Kennedy in 1962,
and that date, the Congressman said, "marked the beginning of the most fruit-
ful phase of his career."
"I have known and worked with Commissioner Friedkin before and since
my election to Congress in 1964," Rep de la Garza recalled. "Through all these
years I have observed his ·determination and dedication not only to improve
relations with our neighbor to the south that fall within his responsibilities
but also to improve the quality of life for the people liVing along the
United States-Hexican border."
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